














member, Brian Broadmoor, spent the day with 
us working on the mathematica! implications of 
spherical knots as well as joining us at dinner. 
Maggie Machado set up her displays of the 
whole range of split ply braiding, mats, Turk' s 
Heads and her fixed display frames of the wide 
variety of fancy knot work that is at her 
command. She was working under "torn 
timing", for (as a surprise) her family had taken 

this opportunity to gather from many places to 

celebrate Maggie and Doug's 40th Wedding 
Anniversary! Now, I ask you, given a family 
gathering for a "big deal" in your life or 
spending time with knotters ... well, our Maggie 
once again treaded the needle and spent time 
doing both. 

Your President dragged a few hundred pounds 
of display knots and teaching aids and piled 
them in his usual disarray on two tables. 
Although the CWB prepared a printed schedule, 
the visitors seemed to shun all of the 
demonstrations. Not only were our 
presentations almost unattended but the 
presentations by sailmakers, bronze founders, 
net makers, varnishing and woodcarvers were 
often presented to an audience of one ( or 
worse). 

Splicing Demonstration 

The total opposite was true at our tables. This 
was where we could catch them one by one: 
"What knots do you tie?" "So what keeps your 
shoes from falling off?" "Are there no knots in 
your world?" Many just want to move on but 
some will stay to talk about knots. Isn't that 
why we do what we do these shows? I never 
got to see the rest of the show and I learned to 

eat standing up, tying knots one handed while 
balancing a plate of food. 

One bittersweet part of the event was the 

memorial gift of Clint Funk' s Training Table by 
his son Steve. I had a brass plaque engraved to 
affix to the table. With all the bustling about at 
set up we were not able to pick up the table, but 
when we opened the doors on Saturday AM, 
there was the table, thoughtfully delivered by 

Steve in the night. The table will get many years 
of good use and the plaque will let people know 
how it carne to be with us. 
Patrick put a cap on Saturday evening with an 

excellent salmon BBQ at his home with his wife, 
Kathy, making us all feel like part of an 
extended family. 

Monday was another full day with Dennis and 
me holding out until they locked the doors ... 
and fireworks too! 

In summary I'll say that we recruited some 
new members, taught hundreds of people new 
skills or refreshed their old ones, handled the 
AGM business in one hour and, thanks to some 
very generous donations, put money in the 
IGKT-PAB treasury. Chairpersons have been 
appointed for AGMs in 2006 and 2007 both 
events will be in new locations so other 
members will have the opportunity to attend 
without the need of extensive travel. Look for 
San Francisco in '06 and (perhaps) Vancouver, 
BC in '07. 

Tall Ships Challenge 
Pacific Coast 2005 

Port of Los Angeles (San Pedro) 
by Jimmy Ray Williams 

T
he Port of Los Angeles hosted the Tall Ships
Challenge on August 11t11 through the 14th

. I 
had the good fortune to be on hand all four 
days. 

From about 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM each day I 
was a volunteer worker with the Los Angeles 
Maritime Institute (LAMI). As such, on 
Thursday I had a good view of the Parade of Sail 

into the main channel and was able to get some 
pretty good pictures of the Tall Ships as they 
sailed in. There were about a dozen or so in the 
parade and a couple of others joined the festival 
later in the weekend. 






