














From the Mailbag 
Richard Hopkins of Bristol, England wrote this 
interesting letter: "As I have told you, my 
knotting interests incline more to the practical 
than the ornamental but sometimes these work 
together. 1 was volunteered (by Brian Field, our 
then Guild President) to help with the 
reconstruction of an Iron Age chariot for a 
television program. No nails or metal fastenings 
had been found in the archaeological site that 
inspired the reconstruction, funded by the British 
Museum and the BBC. lt was decided to lash 
everything together with rawhide. The 
wheelwright carne up with an idea for a 
suspension floor and I had to put the ideas into 
practice. Looking at the photos of the finished 
chariot I have to admit to a certain satisfaction, 
not least because it all held together when going 
at quite a speed. All the dark brown bits are 
painted rawhide as is the lattice floor and some 
of the other ties, which have not yet been 
painted. 

Iron Age Chariot 

lnterestingly, the Iron Age Britons were able to 
shrink tires onto wheels but this art seems to 
have been lost and not rediscovered until the 
mid 1700's. In the meantime they nailed or 
bolted strakes onto the rims. 

1 have now been involved with several chariots 
from different periods in history, the latest was a 
Roman racing chariot that differs in many ways 
from those used in the Ben Hur film. Much 
lighter for a start. There were also some errors 
in the film but the best is that nine chariots 
started the race, six crashed but four managed 
to pass the finish line. Somewhere the sums 
don't add up! 

The IGKT-NAB became involved when my 
wheelwright friend took all the pieces for a new 
chariot to the Museum of the Horse in Kentucky. 
They provided four knotters to do the tying once 
the new chariot was assembled. lt is, 1 believe, 
still in Kentucky. 


