








Turk' s Head Wine Glass 

by Pat Ducey 

In this newsletter I have asked Joe to
enclose a template for a Turk' s Head 

Wine Glass. In a previous edition of Knot

News, I sent out a Pear Shaped Turk' s Head, 
which was a combination of two Turk's 
Heads. The Wine Glass is a combination of 
three Turk's heads. A 3Lx8B Turk's Head 
for a base, an 8Lx8B Turk' s Head for the 
stem and a 7Lx12B Turk' s Head for the cup. 
There are many possible combinations of 
Turk' s Heads. Any cylindrical object can be 
duplicated in Turk' s Heads tied with a 
single piece of string. 
Tuis template is designed to wrap around 

an 8" length of schedule 40 PVC pipe. This 
will require a few more tools than the 
previous templates that wrapped around 
toilet paper tubes. If you do not have a drill 
with a bit the size of the nails you will be 
using, you can use a toilet paper tube but it 
will leave a small gap in the template. Tuis 
will not affect the outcome of the knot, but I 
fear that with so many holes in the 
cardboard that the structural integrity of the 
tube may be compromised. 
Y ou will also notice that in the cup portion 

of the knot, the string goes over two, under 
two. I did this because I think it looks better 
in this size knot. If you want to make a 
different crossing pattern, change the 
over/under notation with a good marker. 
Feel free to experiment by adding leads and 
placing the nails higher on the tube. As I 
stated, there are many combinations of 
Turk's Heads that can be tied, this is just 
one of them. 
PVC is easy to work. It cuts with all 

marmer of saws and, even with many more 
holes than what this knot requires, it will 
retain its strength. When you go to the 
hardware store to get your 1 ¼" PVC pipe, 
you might want to pick up a stick of 1" and 
1/-f' schedule 40 PVC pipe for the upcoming 

project in the next issue of Knot News: The 
Turk's Head Cross. If you have questions 
about this, or any other templates I have 
sent out, I moderate a forum at the Knot 
Heads World Wide website 
(www.khww.net). Feel free to post 
questions there and I will get back to you. 

From the Mailbag 
Karl Bareuther of Glucksburg, 
Germany sent in these comments in 
reply to the question Roy Chapman 
posed in KN #47 about marked 
marlingspikes: First of all I would like to say hello to you 

and all the friends of the P AB. In Knot 
News 47, Roy Chapman has some questions 
on, maybe, marked marlinespikes. Being a 
sailor' s tools collector for over forty years, I 
recently sold my collection to an old 
squarerigger berthed in the port of 
Hamburg, Germany. Beside the many 
marlinespikes that went with my collection, 
there are still about thirty spikes remaining 





in my locker. I checked them and found 
just three with marks on them as follows: 
1. "C.Drew&Co", 14 inches, American.
2. "1943 C.T.C", 11 inches, English, RN.
3. "910-5447 SFT 1980", 17.5 inches, English,
RN.

In my opinion, just some makers have 
marked their production tools. I have never 
found a marlinespike with a users name on 
it. Number 2 and 3 spikes are Royal Navy 
tools, which carry the naval supply number, 
the year when the tool was made and a 
stamped in arrow. 
Over the years my research has found that 

most of the marlinespikes were either 
homemade or were made by toolmakers in 
shipyards. Sometimes they carried a logo 
and sometimes they did not. 
And just for curiosity' s sake, I have one 

lignum vitae fid with two names on it and 
twenty-five fids without any names at all. 
The story behind this special fid is this: the 
owner of the fid was bom in 1878 and sailed 
only in the great squareriggers. He was 
Seadevil's (Graf Luckner) bosun during the 
Great War. Allan Villiers wrote a story on 
11Charlie Mueller", this bosun' s name, in his 
famous book The Way of a Ship. And Charlie 
had a fast friend who was a II doctor11 (i.e. a 
ship' s cook). The saying was that Charlie 
and his friend always joined the same ship 
and so always sailed together. Bath names 
are engraved on Charlie' s great lignum 

11vitae fid: Karl Müller" and "Greiner", the 
cooks name. Charlie died in 1973 in a home 
for old shellbacks in the city of Hamburg. 
He is buried in a grave for poor people hut 
is still famous and remembered." 

Des Pawson of Ipswich, Suffolk also sent 

in these comments: Let us honour the 
makers of marline-spikes [or if you 
like marlinespikes, marlinspikes, 
marline spikes, marlin spikes or even 
marlingspikes] 

R
oy Chapman' s comments about 

maker' s names on mar line-spikes, 

complete with the tease of not giving the 
name, prompts me to the following. 

Many of us have the privilege of owning 
one, possibly two, marline-spikes that II sing 
and dance" for us, maybe the spike has 
already been owned by someone else who 
may have tweaked it a little, fettling it to his 
feel of perfection. Perhaps the tool itself 
carries an inherited memory of the skill and 
knowledge of its previous owner, sweated 
into it through years of use. It is true to say 
that a tool that works for one may not work 
for another. 

Someone had to make the spike in the first 
instance. This work of art is the result of a 
maker' s hand and eye working hot metal so 
that it finishes up a joy to hold and helps 
the splicer. Some spikes where made by a 
ship' s engineer, other by a ship' s smith, 
either on board or ashore; others were made 
by a small tool producer who specialized in 
the tools for maritime trades. 
Same of those tools have a name stamped 

on them by their makers, others are 
anonymous, hut even makers who "name 
stamped" were not consistent in doing so, 
for example I have had spikes from the 
Drew works with and without names [it is 
usually the larger size with the name]. 

Here are the names on spikes in my 
collection: 

DREW Possibly the very peak of the 
marlin or mar line-spike maker' s art. 
Originally made by C Drew & Co of 
Kingston, Mass., this company was founded 
by Christopher Drew in 1837. Christopher 
Drew carne from a long line of metal 
workers and ship builders. C Drew and Co 
were bought in the 1970s by The Kingston 
Tool Company, who suffered a devastating 
fire in the late 1980s, sold the remaining 
assets to Universa! Products Ine., who took 
over the original Drew marline-spike dies, 
finally going bust in 1997 / 8. In 1994 I had 
the privilege to visit the works and see these 
legendary spikes being made, a story for 



another day perhaps. The works at Rockfall 
are now a parking lot. 
BICKNELL MFG CO. From Rockland, 
Maine. Founded as the Livingston 
manufacturing Company and became The 
Bicknell Manufacturing Company in 1930. 
They also made stone working tools. They 
probably stopped making marline-spikes in 
the 1970s or 80s, the Rockland plant closing 
in 1996. 
CS OSBORNE & CO. Founded in 1776 and 
still making today. 
KATCO 

HUDSON 

CLIFFORD and CLIFFORD WOOD. These 
two may be the same. 
I have been told of the MEPHISTO brand, 

the maker of which may have gone bust in 
1981, and of the STRATSBURG TOOL CO. 
of New York State who made ice cutting 
equipment, hut also made marline-spikes 
for the US Navy and who closed down 
probably towards the end of the 1980s. 
I also have a number of anonymous tools. 
All these spikes were of the general form 

exemplified by the DREW spikes, a long 
tapered spike with a mushroom head, 
illustrated so well in Brion Toss' hooks. 

WIRE ROPE MARLIN SPIKES. 

Tooi Steel. Polished. 

ï 

These were designated as Wire Rope Marlin 
Spikes in early Ships Chandlers Catalogues, 
as opposed to the spike without any head, 
which was just called a Marlin Spike. 

MARLIN SPIKES. 

Solid Steel. 

24 .... 

_ 

In the UK the "Drew style" are known to 
the British Royal Navy Riggers as "Yankee 
Spikes", as the British Naval issue are of 
differing form, usually with what I call a 
thistle head. There are other styles of 
marline-spikes with flattened heads, others 
with hammer heads and others that are 
cranked or bent. When I have time I will 
put together a much fuller study and would 
welcome correspondence from anyone with 
details of other makers or styles. 

Bob Solon of Toledo, Ohio, to change the 
subject, has this to add: 

I 
must have been sniffing pine tar when I 

wrote to you about plastic needle cases. lf 
you use white shellac to preserve your 
needle case you will have almost instant 
gratification hut you will NOT have the 
smell of pine. For that you need boat soup, 
something with a strong pine tar base. 
Congratulations to Paul Nagle-

McNaughton. The Coral Sword is beautiful 
and his pictures really show off his rope 
work! 

From the Editor 

W
e have a problem keeping up with 

our member' s ever changing email 
addresses. Mr. Jimmy Williams has been 
sending out notices of upcoming events as 
well as links to photos of our past meetings 
and demonstrations. 
lf you want to receive these notices and 

links please send an email to either Jimmy 
at aknotter@socal.rr.com or to me at 
Koolkatz@prodigy.net.' 
Also, if you want to be removed from this 

list, let us know about that as well. 
Remember that we have the upcoming 

Whale Festival at Dana Point on March 5 & 
6 and the EcoFest will be happening in 
April. 
lf you know if other events, shows, talks or 

demonstrations that you need volunteers 
for, please let us know and we will publish 
it in future issues. 




