








tube stuffed with newspaper as a tool. I 
would number the pins and write the 
over/ under instructions on a separate piece of 
paper. The next step in the evolution of this 
tool was I learned how to draft using 
AutoCAD, a computer program. I measured 
a toilet paper tube, and using the dimensions 
of a flattened tube, I drew the knot. I added 
the instructions right on the template and it 
became a single piece of paper for the whole 
shebang. This version was published in 
KN#42. 
One person commented that the instructions 

of the knot were too small and got covered up 
as the knot was tied. This needed a solution, 
so it was back to the keyboard. I had seen the 
over/ under designation before, so I 
incorporated it into this template. I like it 
more than Ashley' s version of over/ under 
because you can start anywhere on the knot. I 
also colored the four bights of the knot with 
four different colors. This made it easier to 
follow which bight you were on. Each color 
has a different line type, you can see that red 
has a single dash; green has two dashes and 
so forth. Now, even if the template is xeroxed 
into black and white, each bight will have a 
distinct pattern to follow. 
So if you want to try this knot, tape it to a 

toilet paper tube. I also tape over the nail 
holes with clear tape to prevent the template 
from ripping as nails go in and out. Fill the 
tube with newspaper and insert pins or small 
nails at the doughnuts. When the knot is tied, 
pull the pins and slide the tool out. Doubled 
or tripled, this makes a nice fob. 
In the photo, two of the knots were layered 

up with successive smaller Turk' s Head knots 
inside. The other two were tied around 1" 
wooden halls. The loop of line is part of the 
knot where on the last bight of the last ply, 
take the working end of line out and back into 
the knot. Start the last bight of the last ply at 
the end of the knot, working in the reverse 
direction, as in the instructions from Roy 
Chapman in KN #41. 

Pear Shaped Turk's Head knot 

From the Mail Bag 

Willard Salmons of Santa Clara, California 
wrote this nice letter: 

I
, m sending you a picture of some wall
hangings that are made of insulated wire 

that I call "altemate knotting materials". The 
hangings are various combinations of the 
Carrick Bend (a.k.a. Chinese Knot, Japanese 
Knot, Josephine Knot and French Knot). 
The cords come in all colors and lengths 

although most sections are 30 to 40 feet long. 
Actually, it is color-coded #18 wire. Note the 
black cross in the lower right of the picture, 
which is made up of square knots. It is 6" 
long that will give you an idea of how large 
the hangings are. 
The four hangings from left to right have 

names: #1 Halloween (orange and black); #2 
Slim Jim (yellow and purple); #3 Alternate 
Route (purple and gray); #4 The Carpet Beater 
(red and blue). 
I get this wire from our elevator 

operator/repairman. The complex in which 
we live is over 40 years old now and almost 
everything is being repaired or replaced." 





Branch Bits 

W
hile many P AB members were enjoymg
themselves in Seattle at the Fall 

Fisherman' s Festival there was also an event 
in Port Townsend, Washington. Dennis 
Armstrong and Brion Toss were plying their 
rigger' s trade over the three-day Wooden Boat 
Festival. 
To complicate things ever more, on that 

same weekend there was also the Tall Ships 
Festival at Dana Point Harbor in Southern 
California. This is a very busy venue and one 
of the high points of the local knotting season. 
Here are just a few of the highlights of the 
delightful, crowded weekend. 

-

Charlie Bell Lindsey Philpott Tom Mortelt 
Joe Soanes Joe Schmidbauer 

Saturday evening cannon battle 

Sunday morning and more admiring onlookers 

Wonderful knot work of Charlie Bell 
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