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Knobbly Knot 
by Geoffrey Budworth 

T
his can either be an elaborate Monkey' s
Pist or a simple end knot for a bell-rope, 

key fob or zipper pull. Leam one, get the 
other one free. It is tied in a single stand and 
so, depending upon the diameter of the cord 
used to tie it (and whether or not it is 
doubled, tripled or quadrupled), this versatile 
knot can be used to cover spherical cores of 
different sizes. The method of tying it in the 
hand is easy to follow and to learn. 
First wrap the working end three times 

around the first three fingers of one hand, 
trapping the standing part, taking care to go 
O-U-O as shown. [1]

1 

N ext tuck the working end alongside the 
standing part with the opposite weave, going 
O-U-O [2, 3] and park the end between the
index and middle fingers.

2 

TURN THE HAND OVER and see how the 
layout now presented is four roughly parallel 
strands. Overlap the middle two as shown. 

[4]







Jack moved forward to the rail and looked
down into the waist of the ship. There he 

saw what he expected to see, some of the 
younger midshipman learning the fine points 
of their craft - long-splicing to leeward, a 
complex system of pointing to windward, and 
just beneath him Horatio Hanson was being 
shown some elementary skills such as sheet­
bend, bowline, clove-hitch and rolling hitch 
by Joe Plaice, his recently-appointed sea­
daddy, already horribly loquacious and 
didactic, though good-natured with it all." 

Branch Bits 

Patrick O'Brian 
T11e Blue Mizzen 

Tom Mortell of Costa Mesa, California saw 
this piece in L.M. Boyd' s trivia column 
printed in the Orange CounhJ Register of 
December 30th, 2003: "A sixth-grade girl 
wrote in one of those "How I Spent My 
Summer" narratives that she "sat on a wharf 
and watched an old net maker tie a bunch of 
holes together with string." The teacher said 
the girl was confused, and gave her a 'C'. I 
would' ve given her an 'A' ." 

Roy Chapman of Marblemount, Washington 
has this to say about his latest project: "I just 
finished a 7Lx8B shaped Turk' s Head by Pat 
Ducey. I am sure you have a carpenter's awl 
like I used for the pricker heaver in KN #29. 
In #60 tarred nylon it takes 3 plys to cover it 
perfectly. The finished handle is pretty big, 
1.6" across the flats and 1.85" across the round 
sides. Still very comfortable. It would make a 
perfect gear shift knob. Saturday I finished a 
13Lx6B closed ended Turk' s Head on a 
wooden file handle (you know the kind you 
jam onto a mill file to keep it from eating your 
hand). I used #96 tarred nylon and it finished 
up about 1.3" diameter. Pat' s pear shaped 
Turk' s Head doses the 8 bights to what looks 
similar to the crown of the Little Lump knot 
( cross fid arcs). " 

7x8 · Peer Shoped 
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7x8 Closed 
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Thinking of Knotting ...

by Roy Chapman 

Have you ever noticed a phrase seeming to 
carne from everyone at once? Lately I have 
been overrun with, "If they' d had it they' d 
have used it!" As so aften occurs with me I 
have been nodding and agreeing,...., without
really thinking. At face the statement is true: 
If they really had had "IT" they would have 
used "IT". In fact they <lid use "IT" as soon as 
it was invented, thus carne the end of sail, the 
end of wooden ships, the end of hemp and 
manila, et al. You wouldn' t have found CW 
Ashley chipping out flint knives and, though I 
don't know, I'll bet he wasn't grinding his 
own oil paints either. We knot tyers, on the 
other hand, are keeping alive an old art. I not 
only use my blocks and tackles daily but I use 
my hand woodworking and metal working 
tools, cut brush with a scythe (no gasoline 
powered "wheed whacker" here) and at least 
a few times a week I use my hand cranked 
food mill (AKA meat grinder). I have 100 
mph duet tape, plastic cable ties, epoxy, nylon 
and poly rope, well most of the stuff of the 
age ( except email). I even use a zippo 
whipping (like a butane back splice, sart of) 
from time to time. However, amongst my 
pocket trash is a little spool of twine for 
"proper" whipping. Yep, if they had it they 
would have used it. I find that although I do 
have "it" I more aften than not will still do it 
the old fashion way. All this not 
withstanding, I still take notes and use as my 
own the great ideas that folks have been 
showing me and saying, "If they' d had it 
they'd have used it". Sometimes it doesn't 
pay to stand and shout "Tradition" too 
loudly. 

The Chief defect of Henry King 

Was chewing little bits of String. 
At last he swallowed some which tied 

ltself in ugly Knots inside. 
Physicians of the Utmost Fame 

Were called at once; but when they carne 
They answered, as they took their Fees, 

"There is no cure for this disease." 
Hillaire Belloc 
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BEFOR.E DISMOUNTING 

From the Mail Bag 
Dan Cashin of Havertown, Pennsylvania sent 
in this report: "Knot-wise I've been teaching 
the skill to several commercial clients in a 
Rigging Safety Class and have been having a 
good time of it. Hobby-wise I'm still involved 

with the USS Constellation as a member of 
Ship's Company. We're the Civil War re­
enactors that get to man her one weekend a 
month. [For a photo of Dan and friends 
please have a look at www.shipscompany.org 
-Editor] Also new this year are several Guild 
members who have been actually outfitting 
the ship, mostly the ratlines this season. Met 
them once when our schedules crossed and I 
can tel1 you they have done a GREAT job.
I too was involved in a forensic knot analysis 

this year for western state public defender. 
The task was serious but satisfying in that I 
think I helped the case. I' d recommend this 
activity to those folks who can SERIOUSL Y 
study Robert Chisnall' s excellent book on the 
subject." 

Bob Schwartz of Spokane, Washington 
writes: "I received KN #41 yesterday and was 
glad to see my 'directions' included. But a 
se;ntence was left out. The sentence, "Now 
turn the wheel so that the same spoke is now 
at the top of the wheel" should be inserted in 
line 18 of the directions between "Over the 
wheel" and "Rota te the knotting around". If 
the law of gravity was repealed the sentence 
wouldn' t matter but, other than that, it' s a 
hassle to work the knotting uphill." [Thanks 
for the correction - Editor] 








