




Branch Bits 

A
long with the show in Seattle, the Branch
was also active here in Southem 

California with displays at a couple of venues. 
On September 6th and 7th we attended the 

Tall Ships Festival at Dana Point Harbor. The 
event was held across the harbor on the grass 
at the so-called Baby Beach. We quickly filled 
the two tables provided us with our many 
different knot displays. It was a hot day and 
for a short while we were without shade (we 
had no awning) but then the angle of the sun 
worked to our benefit and we were more 
comfortable in the later aftemoon. We also 
displayed our new P AB banner for the first 
time and it was a real eye catcher. Members 
Joe Soanes, Tom Mortell, Jimmy Ray 
Williams, Lindsey Philpott and Joe 
Schmidbauer all carne to help out, answer 
questions and teach knots. Tom especially 
shown on Sunday, he was teaching a simple 
Turk' s Head to a couple of girls and that 
caused a great crowd to gather around and 
watch the fun. 

Joe Schmidbauer Joe Soanes 
Lindsey Philpott Tom Marten 

October 19th we also did a show at the 
Cà.brillo Marine Aquarium at their 
Autumn Sea Fair. Lindey Philpott and 
Tom Mortell were the ones who showed 
up for this one. It was another good 
success and we were invited back again 
next year. 

X 

A
s you may, or may not, know I recently
proposed to the IGKT that a Brian Field 

Memorial Fund be established for the purpose 
of subsidizing international travel trips by 
IGKT members. The proposal was well 
accepted by Jeff Wyatt and Des Pawson and 
thanks to their time and effort the matter was 
recently put before the IGKT Council for 
discussion. I am proud to announce that the 
Council has accepted the proposal. The fund 
will not be named for Brian but the concept 
remains the same. The final name has not 
been decided but it will something of the 
order of "The IGKT Memorial Travel 
Scholarship Fund". But as I told Jeff Wyatt 
we can make contributions to the Fund to 
honor whomever we wish. There remains a 
lot of work to be done defining how the Fund 
will be administered, how money from the 
Fund will be made available and/ or 
dispersed and to whom contributions will be 
forwarded. 
But at least this initial hurdle has been 
overcome. 

Best to you and fair leads, 
Gary Sessions 

Secretary IGKT-TxB 

From the Mailbag 
Louie Bartos of Ketchikan, Alaska sent in this 
good advice: "Did get in some knot work, 
other than in the sail loft, my wife told me to 
make a new mat for the landing at the front 
door, he old one had to go. Under pressure it 
is funny how fast things can be made. The 
hardest thing was getting GOOD, smooth 
manila rope. The stuff I was able to get is 
very course, mediocre quality at best. It is 
nowhere near the old sailmaker' s quality or 
rigging quality that we used to get. Also, I 
couldn't tighten the mat up enough. Anyway, 
here is a photo of the mat, the proof I can do 
other things when pressured. One other 
thing, I discovered that if you use silicone 
sealant on the back/bottom side after the ends 
are seized down, spreading the sealant with a 
spatula, after it dries you don' t have to sew 
the mat together and it is non-skid and holds 
it firm. Il 



Bob Schwartz of Spokane, Washington liked 
the picture in the last KM of the boat wheel 
that I covered with Grapevine Hitching and 
he has this to add: "I did my truck steering 
wheel this past year. Because I didn't like the 
space caused by wide spokes the Turk' s Head 
went around, I carne up with another way to 
cover this space. 
It can be tied on an attached auto steering 
wheel with a minimum working and viewing 
area, as opposed to a ship' s wheel. When 
trying to use Turk's Heads I used a mirror to 
make them easier to tie. Besides a ship' s 
wheel can be more easily detached. 
Here are the directions: tie a row of square 
knots in each direction from the midpoint of 
the filler cords. I used nine square knots with 
550 line. Loek the wheel so that the spoke you 
will be dealing with is at the bottom of the 
wheel. Wrap the row of flats (macramé lingo) 
around the spoke from the side of the wheel 
away from you. Join the lines together so that 
you now have 8 strands facing you. Using the 
top 2 lower (formally tying) cords as filler 
cords, tie a square knot around them with the 
next 2 lower (normally filler) cords. Then tie a 
square knot with the 4 cords on each side. 
Alternate rows with 1 square knot, 2 square 
knot, etc. Do this until you have enough of a 
length of 8-strand work to reach below the 
original row of square knot when wrapped 
over the wheel. Rotate the knotting around 
the spoke so that the 8-strand section can be 
pulled over the wheel toward you, with the 
ends tucked under and below the original row 
of square knots. I made about 16 rows of 
altemating square knots with the 8 strands. I 
finished with a 2 square knot row. This way 
the 2 cords on each side can be used to tie a 4- 
strand footrope knot, or any other knot you 
choose, around the slightly lower 4 center 
cords. Work it carefully to get it snug. The 
length of the 8-strand section may be 
misjudged. Don' t get confused. When 
finished, the footrope knot should be facing 
you. Y ou just try to tie a footrope knot on the 
opposite side of an attached auto steering 
wheel!" 

Dennis Armstrong of Redmond, Washington 
sent in this story to continue the discussion 
about Brass Monkeys from KN #38: "These 
fellows were in an outlying village in Alaska. 
It was a particularly cold winter. The smoke 
had to be pulled out of the chimneys to keep 
the fires going. One day the old boy was up 
on the roof pulling the smoke out when he 
slipped. He managed to control his the fall 
and was trying to get back inside his 
residence. The metal around the keyhole had 
shrunk so his key wouldn' t fit. The 
doorknocker happened to be an, uh, 
anatomically correct brass monkey. When the 
knocker was struck it was so cold the balls fell 
off. Ergo the statement, cold enough to ... " 

Sherry L. Schodt of South Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania sent in this request: "I am 
emailing to inquire about a knot expert. We 
are in need of contacting an expert to verify if 
a knot was tied by a left-handed or a right­
handed person. The reason for this is because 
it will determine who is a murderer. My 
fiancé is currently serving a life sentence in 
prison for a murder he did not commit. 
The murder weapon was a pair of pantyhose 
tied in knots around the victim' s neck. The 
murderer is left-handed. My fiancé is right­
handed. We are seeking DNA testing and 
also need a knot analyst to view the evidence 
to verify the tied knot. If you have any 
information regarding this, please let me 
know immediately. My fiancé has already 
lost 20 years of his life. We need to get the 
truth told in this case. The Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania does not want the truth known 
that they put an innocent man in prison for a 
crime we did not commit" 
[This is another example of the kind of letters 
we get that show how the Guild continues to 
be the source of knot knowledge. I passed 
this request along to our President, Lindsey 
Philpott, who is starting to make quite a for 
himself in the legal world as a knot expert and 
consultant. 
Investigator John Cook of the Riverside 
(California) Police Department' s Homicide 
Division also contacted us for information. 












