










Seam rubbers are used to press down folded 
canvas for sewing seams. The vital part is the 
wedged end [M], hut like needle boxes they lend 
themselves to decoration. 
A sailmaker sits on a long low bench, with tools 

in holes at one end. An important tool is his 
bench hook [N] on a lanyard. When sewing a 
seam, the hooked canvas is held to the bench 
with the lanyard, so the job can be pulled taut 
with one hand while sewing with the other. The 
hook may have a plain eye, hut is better with a 
swivel. 

Sailmakers use spikes similat to the marline 
spikes of the rope worker, hut mostly slimmer. 
[P]. They could be round throughout [Q] or ends 
might be triangular [R] or square [S] in section. 
They may be called prickers, stabs or awls. An 
upholsterer also uses skewers [T], which are like 
smooth versions of the butcher's skewer. 
A sailmaker has mallets, although they are not 

for hitting, hut are used for tensioning thread or 
sail twine. One type looks like a light hitting 
mallet [U]. In use, the twine is taken several 
times around the head and held against the 
handle, then the head rolled on the bench to pull 
the twine. Another type can be wood or metal 
and has a tapered octagonal end. A lever bar 
turns it [V]. Twine is wrapped round the 
octagonal part and held, while the handle rolls 
the tool on the bench. 

Most hand tools for canvas work are still used 
and available, despite mechanization. Modern 
ones tend to be plain and functional. Earlier 
ones, often hand made, were functional of 
course, hut often had decorative touches that 
could not be regarded as essential. 

Books 
Working in Canvas by Percy Blandford 
Brown, Son & Ferguson 
Tools of the Maritime Trades by John E. Horsley 
David & Charles 

From the Mailbag 
Geoffrey Budworth of Tonbridge, Kent was 
kind enough to take the time to send these 
comments: 
Future lmperative 
Joe Schmidbauer asked in issue #31 of Knot 
News, for input on the future direction of the 
Pacific Americas Branch. As a mere trans­
Atlantic ally and observer, it is not for me to 
weigh in with any opinion of mine own. Only 
hömegrown members have that privilege. As 
one of the original gang of IGKT founders, 

invented this knot), he

however, may I be allowed to outline for your 
consideration one fundamental precept. 

Those of us, who were hale and hopeful 40- 
something-yearolds, when we posed for our 
photograph aboard RRS Discover at the Guild's 
inaugural meeting in 1982, are now in our 
somewhat slower 60's. Surviving 60-year-olds 
from that day have turned into octogenarians. 
So, be alert to the irrevocable flow of your own 
years from the future into the past. Whatever 
you do, individually or in a group, invest each 
knotting opportunity fruitfully for cumulative 
effect to promote the growth and development of 
the Pacific Americas Branch and, indirectly, to 
ensure the continued existence and evolution of 
the Guild as a w hole. 
As Groucho Marx said, "Y ou have a goal. I 

have a goal. Now all we need is a football team." 
X 

Dan Cashin of Havertown, Pennsylvania aaks 
this question: "I just met the chief bugler for 
Arlington National Cemetery and he asked if 
there was any information on how a bugler 
during the Civil War would have tied a lanyard 
to his bugle? He has not been able to find any 
photos or drawings of this type of fancy work. 
Have you or any other P AB folk ever come 
across anything like this? 

The gentleman's name is Master Sergeant Jari 
Villanuava and he sounds taps at not only daily 
funerals but also at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. He is trying to be as accurate as he 
can." 
[If anyone can help Dan in his quest, please 
contact him at dcsckp@aol.com - Editor] 
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considerable credit. I am continually amazed 
that such a deceptively simple sequence of tying 
produces such a beautiful result. A Matthew 
Walker is more easily tied than a Wall-and­
Crown, but few are familiar with it. I have 
trouble with this knot, apparently because the 
steps involved seem to be unrelated to the goal. 
In most knot tying, as in life in general, work 
usually consists of filling in the blanks provided 
by a mental image of the finished product. But 
in tying the Matthew Walker knot, one seems to 
be performing the arbitrary steps in a magie 
trick; consequently, I tend to forget how to do the 
trick. 

William P. MacLean 
Modern Marlinspike Seamanship 








