












Heat-sealing & other Heresies 
outlined by Geoffrey Budworth 

A fussy old cove from the Weald * 
Thought that only whipped cordage appealed. 

But his more laid-back friends 
Were content with ropes' ends 

Glue-dipped, or tape-wrapped, or heat-sealed. 

[* The Weald- an extensive area of ancient woodland 
in the English county of Kent.] 
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The spike or knife once commonly found at the end of any lanyard around the neck or 
waist of most Guild members has been replaced ... by a disposable cigarette lighter. Por 
the 'butane whipping' or 'Bryant-&-May splice', together with tape and sticky rubberized 
dips, have all but ousted (except for decorative display items) the more painstaking 
traditional whipping or pointing-&-grafting of ropes' ends. 

Other unorthodox practices include: super-glues to obviate stitching and splicing; resin 
hardeners that transform cordage products into fossilized sculptures; steam irons instead 
of seam rubbers; and the wearing of industrial gloves to avoid blisters and calluses. But 
their adherents assert; 'lf the old timers could've, they would've.' 

Coach-whipping, or crafty contrivance? 

Now yet another crafty contrivance is emerging. Instead of the slow and laborious 
application of coach-whipping to hand-rails and suchlike, some of us are stripping the 
braided covering from a sheath-&-core rope of suitable diameter and texture, then sliding 
it over whatever foundation is to be covered, before adding the customary couple of 
Turks' Heads to secure and embellish both ends. It's addictive, I can tell you. On boats' 
gear, horse tack, household or garden tools and utensils, there is little limit to how this 
technique may be fittingly used; although one ought, perhaps, to draw the line at 
lawnmowers, baby buggies, supermarket trolleys, dining table cutlery, etc.·, etc., etc. 
Beware, therefore, what my IGKT colleague John Smith (UK - Surrey) pithily calls the 
O.U.C.H. syndrome - the Overpowering Urge to Cover Handles! Otherwise, feel free to 
add this lazy but likeable shortcut to your rope-working repertoire. 
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