






From the Mailbag 
Percy Blandford, of W arwickshire, England, 

the first President of the IGKT, took the time to 

send in these comments: 

I
was interested to see the reference to the 

Sampson eye splice. When both that type of 
rope and the splice were fairly new, I was in 

touch with the makers and they invited me to 
visit them at their office in Boston. We had a 

very large motor home. It was much bigger than 

I asked for, but the man we rented from greeted 

us with large smiles and said he was letting us 
have it at the same price as the smaller vehicle. 

I did not upset him by saying I would rather 
have the smaller one. It gave us some luxury, 

but I remember the difficulty of parking near the 

office in Boston. However, they were very 

helpful and I carne away with information, tools 
and a useful piece of rope. I sat on a picnic table 

at a campground and made my first Sampson 
splice. 

Some splices since then have tended to open 

slightly after use under load. They hold and are 

safe, hut there are short gaps at the tucking. 

Have any of your members experienced this? If 

so, have they ideas for avoiding this effect on 
appearance? Maybe I am not so clever or it is 
the difference in the British version of the rope." 

:1€ 

I 
was interested in the fid discussion, but 

cannot imagine that precision in taper 

matters. To be awkward, my favorite fid has a 

hollow taper and bulges at the thick end into a 
rounded handle to fit the palm of my hand. The 
point is flattened to something like a screwdriver 

with a rounded end. I made this from boxwood 
on my lathe. It is a yellow wood not quite as 

hard as lignum vitae. I am unsure if it is found 

in Americas or what it might be called there. 

I also have a large steel marlinespike with a 
similar point, for getting between the strands of 
heavier rope. During World War II I was in the 
RAF and spent some time in a unit training 
army glider pilots for the invasion. For towing 
the military gliders we had the last of a line of 

prewar biplanes and had to do the fi.nal 

assembly. Some of the control wires had to have 
an eye splice made in position. I was the only 
man who knew how to splice wire, and this was 

less than 1/8 inch 7 strand stuff. 

I made a marlinespike from a piece of bracing 

wire about ¾ inch in diameter from a crashed 
biplane and used the end connector as a handle. 

I ground a point with a groove in it, so a wire 

end could slide into place along the spike. I 

must have made several hundred of those little 

splices. I still treasure that spike, but I hope no 

one asks me to splice more of that spring steel 

tiny wire rope. 

Willard Salmons of Santa Clara, 
California wrote this: 

I
'd like to tel1 you about some of my unusual 

tools. 

My pounding block is a 15" piece of anvil 

shaped railroad rail formed by a cutting torch 

and smoothed on an emery and buffing wheel. 

My regular and duck billed pliers along with my 
diagonals are copper plated. The tools don't 
work any better this way, but they sure look 

good with that fine bright sheen. I have various 

shaped needles, hand made, as well as a good 

supply of sail needles. Have some stainless steel 

rod that has been ground down to various shapes 
for my special uses. The rod makes good 

prickers, however nut picks seem to be the best 
for working Turk's Heads. On the end of my 

table or workbench is mounted a small vice 
w hich comes in handy for many knotting 

operations. Number 8 and number 10 

galvanized wire makes fine wire loop buttoners. 
Also have tweezers, cement and a sewing palm 
for use in other projects. 

Fig.G. 
Cask SlungwithCan Hooks. 

Fig.5. 
Cask Slung withtheEnd 

of a Single Whip. 

F
armers read and profit from school, college,.
government and state agricultural bulletins, 

and in late years the subject has received 
considerable attention in these publications. 
Moreover the farmer is the most interested of 
workman and anything of a mechanical nature 
generally appeals to him. Unlike the rigger, the 
sailor, the sailmaker and the weaver, knots are 
incidental to his labor, so that it is possible f�

\ an indifferent knot tyer to become a very good 
farmer, although he will be handicapped. 

Clifford Ashley 
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Branch Bits 

Bob Solon of Toledo, Ohio has a suggestion 
for a project that you might enjoy giving a try: 

W
hat do you original thinkers do with your 
worn out jeans? Throw them away? 

Wrong! If you're not some longhaired hippy type 
(like our esteemed editor) [Bob, you must be 

kidding-Ed.] with ragged cuffs, why not cut off 
your old jeans at the knees and make ditty bags 
out of them. If you've got piano legs like me you 
really get your money's\ worth, especially from 
bib overalls. It might not be such a good idea for 
you younger fitter types. 

Get out your sail needles and some heavy 
waxed thread and sew the bottom dosed. I like 
to turn mine inside out to hide what I laughingly 
call stitchery. (Miss Madonna calls it butchery.) 
Straight across works or you can get fancy, 
depending on what goes inside. You might want 
to cut one of the pockets off the back and sew 
that on, too. It makes a good hidey-hole for that 
tool you use all the time. 

To finish off the top I went to a store that sold 
camping supplies. They have all sorts of 
grommets. I chose blue plastic ones that snap 
together. They look neat and are almost 
foolproof. The simplest way is to put two of 
them in the top, fold the top over, sew it all 
around and string some ties. Braided nylon 
looks nice with a couple of two strand Diamond 
Knots at the end. Fray the ends to make it look 
salty. 

There are a lot of ways to make it yours. 
Monogrammed patches are always nice. I try to 
pick one up where ever I go. With a memory like 
mine, you need all the help you can to even 
remember where you've been, much less where 
you are going. Another method is to draw your 
initials with a ballpoint pen and cover the 
drawing with stitches of a contrasting color. 
Works for me. Your mileage may vary." 

3€ 

Here is another good idea from Marty Combs of 
Coos Bay, Oregon: 

I
carne across an example of a pretty ingenious 

way to construct a bell rope and also to attach 
it to the bell dapper. It was on one of the Sause 
Brothers Towboats here in Coos Bay. The bell 
rope had no eye. It was constructed around a 
piece of copper tubing. The ends of the tube 
were not covered. This allowed it to be attached 
to the dapper by way of just running a piece of 
nylon cord through the eye on the dapper and 
then running the two ends down through the 
tube in the center of the bell rope. You can then 

put a stopper knot on the end to keep the bell 
rope from sliding off. I've tried to draw out a 
diagram illustrating the method. I'm going to 
have a go at making a few like this. Now while 
this is a departure from the traditional way of 
constructing bell ropes with eyes, I don't think 
that they will replace the nautical look of a 
coxcomb hitches eye." 








