










From the Mail Bag 

Dan Callahan of Anchorage, Alaska responded 

to the biography of my friend Captain 'Hap' 
Heyden in KN20 with this: "My last job as a 

rigger was to splice eyes in 6 x 19 and 6 x 26 

2¼" wire rope. I still have the marlinespikes. 

But I never want to have to splice that big ofline 

again! I'll stick with the small cord now." 

Dan Hatfield at NMA, North Carolina was 

asked how he got interested in knotting: "It 

started when our Commanding Officer retired 

last year and was given a fancy knotted anchor. 

My friend and I asked to see it and we got 

hooked. As far as I know, we are the only two 

Cadets here who enjoy knotting. I am at a 

Naval Academy, so out here we have endless 

access to rope, but not to fine cord. Weekends 

are the only chance we have to explore knotting 

through the library, and to practice. Besides the 

library, I have ready access to the Internet to 

find new things and knots." 

Library and Archive 

Geoffrey Budworth has donated two classic 

knot hooks to our Branch Library: 

Knots Ties and Splices by J. Tom Burgess 

Revised and Rewritten by Commander J. Irving 

George Routledge & Sons Ltd; 1946. 

Knots and Splices by Captain Jutsum 

James brown & Son; 1929. 

Donated by Dan Callahan 

Square-Knot Book No. 3 by Philip C. Herwig 

P.C. Herwig; 1926

Geoffrey Budworth has also donated three 

pieces of macrame for our display collection. 

Two are wall hangings and one is a sampler. 

They are all masterpieces of the art. 

"Each original abstract design is tied in nylon 

braided card from the Russian KANAT rope 

making factory outside Moscow. 

The largest of the three pieces (embellished with 

blue and brown beads) was tied with 64 strands, 

each a minimum of 10 feet long, amounting to 

over 200 yards ofline, and it is made from over 

2,500 square knots and half-hitches." 

Tim Werkhoven of Helendale, California has 

also donated a Star Knot, a Manrope Knot and a 

Rose Knot worked into a piece of three strand 

nylon cord. 
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1. Half Bitch: Used only for temporary fastening. 
2. Two Half Hitches: Continuation of 1. 
3. Inside Clinch: Is usually used for securing bunt­

llnes to the foot of a sail. 
4. Fisherman'a Bend: For fastening large ropes or 

lines to rings. 
5. Double Carrick Bend: Commonly used for joining 

two heayy hawsers. · 
6. Double Carrick Bend Rosette. · 
7. Round Turn and Two Half Hitches: Suitable for a 

more or less permanent method of attaching a rope tel a 
riif 

Stadding Sail Tack Bend: Frequently used on ship. 
board for attaching a rope or line to a spar. 
,. 9. Bowline: Very useful for forming a loop on the 
end of a rope. 

10. Bowline on the Bight: Is used where a loop is 
desired which wil! not pull tight or choke and is easily 
untied. 

11. Double Bowline. 
12. Inaide Clinch and Half Bitch. 
13. Single Sheet or Becket Bend. 
14. Granny Knot: Should be avoided, as it is almost 

sure to slip. 
15. Mast Head: Is frequently used on board ships, 

also by builders for the purpose of raising gin poles. 
16. Double. Sheet or Becket Bend: Used for joining 

stiff or heayy rope. 
17. Clove Bitch: Will hold fast on.smooth timber and 

is used frequently by builders for fastening the staging 
to upright poste. 

18. Spanish Bowline: Giving two separate lo·ops that 
may be thrown over two separate poets. 

19. Grommet. 
20. Overhand Knot. · 
21. Double Overhand Knot. 
22. Single Carrick Bend: Another good knot for join• 

ing two heaVY hawsers. 
23. Sheepshank, Knotted. For shortening rope. 
24. Crabber's Eye. 
25. Running Bowline: Runs freely on the standing 

part of the rope, and easily untied. 
26. Linesman'• Knot. 
27. Square Knot: Beware of the granny knot. It _is 

often mistaken for the square knot. The square knot w1ll 
not slip under strain. 

28. Timber Bitch: A very useful way of securing a 
rope quickly to a plank. SuppJeme�t this by . a ha!f 
hitch-if there is to be a Jong and contmuous stram, or 1f 
the timber's end is ta be pointed in one direction. 

29. Open Carrick Bend. 
30. Sheepshank: Often used for shortening electric 

light cords. 
31. Sleeving Line Bend. 
32. French Carrick Bend. 
33. Surgeon's Knot. 
34. Blockade Knot. 
35. Figure Eight. 
36. Hackamore. 


