




A plumber's apprentice labors for several years 
before he becomes a full fledged plumber. At the 
expiration of that time, if he has worked 
conscientiously and has talent, he is permitted 
to screw up pipes and apply solder and may 
even have advanced to the point where he rates 
a helper to carry his tools for him. Knotting is no 
simple craft, and there is a great variety." 

The Ashley Book of Knots 
Clifford W. Ashley 

Movie Trivia Corner 
Has anyone seen the movie ]aws recently? 

There are two scenes in this movie where knots 
play a major part. 

Quint, the shark hunter, wants the 
oceanographer, Mat Hooper, to prove his skill in 
seamanship. What knot does he as ask him to 
tie? Por extra points, what comment does 
Hooper make about the knot he is about to tie? 

Later in the movie, they have gone out to sea 
in search of the great white shark. What knot is 
Quint trying to teach to Police Chief Brody while 
they are waiting for the shark to hit their bait? 

My thanks to Pieter van de Griend and his Het 
Knoope Knauwertje for this one. 

Helpful Hints 
Terry Ridings from Salt Spring Island, B.C. 

Canada writes: 
"If anyone is looking for a good basic knife that 

is affordable take a look at Russell Knifes, they 
are available at commercial fisherrnan's 
chandlers. Look for model number 2332 which 
has a 3 1/2" blade and a hardwood handle that 
retails for about 4 bucks. This in turn provides 
an interesting opportunity to make an attractive 
leather sheath. The other thing is if you are 
sharpening a knife that is only going to be used 
for ropework, sharpen it to much flatter angle 
(i.e. the number of degrees gets smaller), the 
edge is not as strong but it will cut better. 

Still on the subject of tools - take a look at 
Sacking Needles. This is a diamond shaped 
needle that is bent. They corne in two farms: the 
traditional where the bend is about midway 
along the diamond profile and some newer ones 
with the bend right at the end. A 6 inch 
traditional style is an almost perfect tool for 
working down fancy work in small cord. The 
curve sits nicely in your hand and the ridge of 
the diamond provides an edge to damp the cord 
against your thumb, a twist to the wrist and the 
knot is tighter. On my needle I have a small 
lanyard approx. 2 1/2" long ... yet another excuse 
to tye knots!" 

Monthly Meeting at the Musellfll 
13 .January 1997 

Members attending this month's meeting were: 
Darrell McNurlan, Lindsey Philpott, Mike 
Waring, Tim Howard, Joe Schrnidbauer, Tom 
Gergen, Mark Sherman, Mike Bowrnan, Tom 
Mortell. 

The Secretary called the meeting to order at 
7:00 PM aboard the topsail schooner Swift of 
Ipswich .. The first order of business was to pass 
along Holiday Greetings sent to the Branch by 
Dick Blackmer if the IGKT-NAB and also Brian 
Field and Des & Liz Pawson of the IGKT 
England. 

Mr. Charles Warner of Picton, Australia has 
offered his book A Fresh Approach to Knotting and 
Ropework for sale direct to our members. Joe 
would like to hear from anyone who in 
interested in obtaining a copy and to have the 
money to him no later then the February 
meeting. Here is the cost breakdown: 

1 copy = AUS$17 -> US$11.13 
2 copies = AUS$32 -> US$20.94 
3 copies = AUS$46 -> US$30.11 
4 copies = AUS$59 -> US$38.66 
5 copies = AUS$72 -> US$47.12 

This is quite a deal for a very exceptional book 
and everyone is encouraged to participate. The 
author has donated a copy to our Branch library 
and it is available for your perusal. 

Another good source of books is fellow Branch 
member Martin Combs. He has many titles not 
normally not east to obtain in the US by such 
authors as C.L. Spencer, P.P.O. Harrison, L. 
Popple and the Australian Ron Edwards. His 
address is: 

732 Alyeska Ave Apt F 
Kodiak, AK 99615 

E-mail: mlbcak@ptialaska.net

Two sources of hemp twine, cord and rope has 
come to the attention of the Branch. They are: 



HEMPESTREE 
Phone & Fax: (714) 484-9278 

E-mail: hempestree@southland.net
In temet: www. sou thland. net/h empes tree 

OHIO HEMPERY 
Phone: (740) 662-4367 1-800 BUY HEMP 

E-mail: hempery@hempery.com
Internet: http://hempery.com

Copies of the flyer and/or catalog are available 
upon request from the Secretary. 

Darren next reported that there will be a Whale 
Watch Festival at Dana Point Harbor. It will be 
held over three weekends in February. It was 
decided for the Branch to have a booth on the 
weekend of the 14th and 15th. Volunteers so far 
are Darren, Lindsey, Joe, Tom Gergen, Tom 
Mortell and Mark. The Tall Ships Festival this 
past Spring was a great success for us and we 
can hope for the same kind of reception this 
time. It will depend on whether we get enough 
members involved to see if we stretch it over the 
other weekends. We will keep members posted 
of our plans as they develop. 

Darrell also mentioned that the brig Pilgrim of 
the Orange County Marine Institute at Dana 
Point Harbor has a need for new crew members. 
You are welcome to come join in on any 
Saturday from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. It costs $10 
to become a member. 

Lindsey reported on the PAB web site which is 
up, running and looking very impressive. There 
are seven pages at our site. The Home Page; 
Knot Links; Membership Information; an 
abbreviated Knot News; Meetings & Events; a 
Rogues Gallery that displays members work and 
portraits; and finally Thou Shalt Knot which is a 
show and tel1 knot tying demonstration page. 
Lindsey asked for members to look the site over 
and he welcomes any comments or 
contributions. Everyone is welcome to come visit 
US at: 

http://home.millenia.com/~igktpab 

A discussion was started on what to do to start 
preparing for our Second Annual Meeting in 
June. It will be in the Brass Room of the LA 
Maritime Museum on Friday the 24th. The Show 
and Demonstration will follow on the 25th. 
Some ideas were tossed around on how best to 
draw people to the show. Then Lindsey carne 
up with the suggestion of having Brion Toss as a 
guest speaker. As an incentive we would use 
Branch funds to pay for his flight down here 
from Washington. Brion's lecture on that Friday 
would be for Guild members only. The Show 
and Demonstration on the following Saturday 
would be open to the public. This. will be just 

the kind of draw we need to attract attention to 
us with the proper advertising. [Editor's Note: 
Since the meeting, Lindsey has contacted Brion 
and he has agreed to attend.] 

At our last meeting Lindsey requested if the 
Branch make up some knot centerpieces for 
upcoming LAMI dinner. As it turns out, there is 
no place for centerpieces on the long, narrow 
tables used for the dinner. Instead it was 
suggested we make up some Turk's Head 
napkin rings instead. Lindsey donated some 
very nice 1/8 inch dacron which the members 
commenced to make into 3x5 Turk's Heads. By 
the end of the meeting we had some 60 odd 
bracelets (we need about 75), the rest will be 
completed and finished off at the next gathering. 

The next monthly Meeting of the IGKT-PAB is 
scheduled for the 10th of February in the LA 
Maritime Museum in San Pedro. 

Library and Arehive 
I have not mentioned for the last few issues 

of Knot News. the donations that have been 
pouring into our Branch Library and Archive. 
Let me bring everyone up to date: 

Knots by Peter Owen. Hardback by Charwell 
Books, 1996. 
Donated by Lindsey Philpott, 1997. 

Rigging US Army Technica! Manual FM5-125, 
October 1995. 
Donated by Joe Schmidbauer, 1997. 

A Fresh Approach to Knotting and Ropework by 
Charles Warner. Paperback by McPherson's 
Printing Group, 1992. 
Donated by the author, 1997. 

Knots Useful and Omamental by Ron Edwards. 
Pamphlet by Ram Skull Press, 1997. 
Donated by Martin Combs, 1998. 



Martin Combs has also donated a copy of 
Spencer's Knots, Splices and Fancy Work to the 

local library in Kodiak, Alaska in the name of the 
Pacific Americas Branch. He suggests that other 

members do the same in their areas to help 
spread the word of our presence. 

Turtle - knotted in red and black silk cord. 
Donated by Tony Dance, 1997. 

Extended Turk's Head 4x29 in white cotton cord 
wrapped around a #2 pencil. Made the same as 
a regular three strand Turk's head except 2 or 3 
extra turns are taken at the start. After the piece 
was completed, it was changed to a 5 strand and 
then finished off. 

Bell Pull - made with 1/8 inch white nylon cord. 
Four strand round sennit into eight strand 

round sennit. Green and blue Turk's Head at 
the top and a double Turk's Head in the middle. 

A multi-strand green and blue knob knot covers 
the end. 

Donated by Pieter van de Griend; Terneuzen, 
Netherlands, 1998. 

Donated by W illard Salmons, 1997. 

KnotLore 
Mr. Salmons has also donated a box full of 
pencils covered with multi-colored Turk's Heads 
patterned on Ashley's #1289. These are for 
resale by the Branch as we wish. 

Candy jar covered with square knotting and half 
hitch work in white cotton cord. 

Knots were sometimes used as a form of 
sympathetic magie for preventing a woman in 
labor from giving birth. Therefore during 
childbirth all the knots around her clothing had 
to be untied, and her hair had to be unbound. 

Donated by Darren McNurlan, 1997. 

Since I had such a good response to the last knot word search, here is another for your 
amusement. 

ZF TWOHAL F HI TCHESS ET MGGN 
F I  HCT I  HGNI L L ORI I RHARKEM 
QS GSSS HEEPS HANKAS I  ZECYT 
MHXNT QOCCCAZXUUNXGCDI HA 
I EDQI CLWDL T DZQAMHS L B R J  U 
L R AF MNNOF AYTS MMCNHORRYT 
L MCHAI NHI T CHRVT BS E VWAVL 
E AP P T XI UDC DEDI MDUEEOCKI 
RNL GP T NORNHT HNGORT HBEI N 
SS MUCOHDAS HLWREUGB I DL LE 
T BCHOEHHI GL DJ B T BEET NB L H  
EEZMP ZRF I AL MF P I  L ONC AUI I 
VNP MPEI EWAHLYOMENDHHOCT 
EDSWVS EKRHL XF OB OS GKR DKC 

OP YOCRCKB E OCRL E VB XDE NHH 
OL VXUAS T F FSS I T REOZHVNI 0 
R OAGL HB OWL I NEAHRWI P OT T X  
EJ I BEL F TRMS P HI I HJ DMMKCI 
S F  I AU C MF J D PS P R T A E EU E OH K 
NYDL GS ROL I AS NACNP ADECL N 
NR ACATS P AWCDYL HDZYJ HI CQ 
Tl L LERS HI TCHMT GL P ZVAF NG 

Find These W ords 
Blackwall Hitch 
Bow 
Bowline 
Catspaw 
Chainhitch 
Clovehitch 
Double Carrick 
Double O verhand 
Figure Eight 
Fishermans 
Fishermans Bend 
Half Hitch 
Killick Hi tch 
Lariat Loop 
Larkshead 
Millers 
O verhand 
O verhand Bow 
Rolling Hitch 
Running 
Sailors 
Sheepshank 
Sheetbend 
Square 
Stevedores 
Surgeons 
Tautline Hitch 
Tillers Hitch 
Timber Hitch 
Two Half Hitches 






