




T
he ridge of his backbone made a chain of 
small hills under the old shirt. His face of a 

street boy, a face precocious, sagacious, and 
ironie, with <leep downward folds on each side 
of the thin, wide mouth - hung low over his bony 
knees. He was learning to make a LANY ARD 
KNOT with a bit of old rope." 

Joseph Conrad 
The Nigger of the Narcissus 

The Secretaries B lotter 

I 
am sure that everyone by now has had a

chance to read the letter that I sent out. 
Happily, the causes of my frustrations have all 
been removed and everything has retumed to its 
normal course. The response from the 
membership to my letter was very surprising and 
heartwarming. It is from all of your good 
wishes that I have decided, instead, to reverse 
my decision and continue as Secretary of the 
Pacific Americas Branch. 

Those observant individuals with a clear eye 
and a sound sense of numerical progression, 
may have noticed that the last issue of Knot 

News (with the Blackjack lead story) should 
have been #18. I corrected some of them at the 
time but soon grew bored with that. Please 
change your copy to keep from getting the issues 
confused in the future. 
I have sent Certificates of Membership to all 

current paid up members. If you didn't get one 
or if your name is misspelled, please let me 
know and I'll send a new one out to you pronto. 
There are also back issues of Knot News still 
available to Guild members for the asking. 
Remember, the Secretary has a new zip code 

92880. I have also had some complaints about 
people having email returned so here, again, is 
my correct address: Koolkatz@prodigy.net 

From the Mail Bag 

Tillie Easton from Los Angeles, California 
wrote this letter: "Y our insert re: Ashley' s 
comments on Chinese Decorative Knotting gave 
me the impetus to write. Among many, I began 
lessons with Daisy Lee (from Taiwan) in 1987. 
Her mission was to carry on this beautiful art 
form, and to teach the Chinese community in 
Southern California. Of course, by 1987, those 

of us (the non-Chinese) were excited with the 
opportunity to learn. 
Having just retired, I was delighted to discover 

this wonderful passion, which has given me 
hours of pleasure. In 1989, fortunately I found 
an avenue to pass my knowledge on to others by 
teaching at a LAUSD community school in 
Westchester. 
p.s. Ashley's Book is a gold mine!!
Karl Bareuther of Glücksburg, Germany sent 
us this letter: "Thanks a lot for sending your 
always interesting Knot News. You have made 
a very nice little story on the blackjack and I am 
sure that now one or another knot tyer of the 
Guild will try that historica! piece of the old 
days of sail. There exists another very 
interesting item of the old sailor. It is a tobacco 
pipe which is made out of cow' s hom. It was 
made by the sailor himself and decorated with 
fine needle hitching. As far as I know there is 
one in the collection of the Salem Maritime 
Museum in Massachusetts. The Museum sells a 
postcard with a sea chest on it and such a pipe is 
to be seen among the contents of the chest.

A few weeks ago I got a letter from a friend 
who lived in Georgetown by Washington, DC 
At the time he was preparing his move to San 
Diego and he owned the "largest naval collection 
outside the Navy Yard in Washington, DC" He 
wrote to me that he donated his collectio:ri to the 
San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum and that the 
entire collection is to be moved to San Diego in 
October this year. While living in DC I have 
made some ropework for Richard and it will be 
in the display on the ship. Anyway, it is a very 
interesting collection but I think it will take some 
time until it is installed." 
Gary Sessions of Dallas, Texas had this to say: 
"Just finished reading the latest Knot News. It 
was interesting to read about Karl Bareuther. I, 
too, was very impressed by his work in '97. I 
spent some time talking to him about his chest 
beckets, especially one with a bar of metal and a 
loek attached to it. He explained that it was 
used to secure the top of a sailor's sea bag. 
Sometime during the weekend I saw him selling 
some of his stuff to another guy. And guess 
what? That guy showed up in New Bedford this 
year and at some point, when everyone was 
showing off some bit of work, he pulled out the 



locking becket with the loek as if to say, "See 
what I did?" As nearly as I could tell, 
everything he had were items purchased from 
Karl! He also pulled out an unfinished becket 
that Karl was working on at the Museum. I 
hope he isn't one of your members because I 
really couldn't help myself when I told him I had 
seen the two items in '97 in someone else's 
collection. 
Tacky ofme, I guess. 

But that is one story from New Bedford." MM2 

Stephen Wolf on the USS Constellation at sea: 

"I got your Knot News #17 and was doing a 
Blackjack for you, but people here on the ship 
said, "No deal!" so I had to break it back 
down into line again. 

I am looking for new books out here to get 
more information but no deal yet. I dropped in 
to the Singapore Maritime Museum, no luck 
there, hut not a bad place to see. I haven't had a 
chance to look around here in the Persian Gulf 

hut I could find something." 
Stuart Grainger of Warwickshire, England sent 
this letter: "Y our lanyard, with boatswain' s call 
and drawings are on their way back to you. 
[See drawing next page] 
I was intrigued by the bo'sun's call, which 

seerns to be of Scandinavian origin, the Swedish 

navy perhaps? I have an ex-Royal Navy one, 
which is far more common. Did you know that 
in out navy they where known as 'Spithead 
Nightingales," Spithead being one of the navy's 
principal anchorages and nightingales being 
birds that sing through summer nights in the 
woods of southern England, or used to. 

Also, I have just finished a waste-paper basket 
in hemp and sisal, mostly half-hitching, also a 
hemp covered Paul Masson jar, filled with fine 
sand to replace the original contents, used for a 
door-stop, the latest in a long line made over the 

years. They are just the right weight and size 
for the job." 

Y2Knots 

T
here has been much discussion among the 
membership about what the Branch can do 

to celebrate the coming Millennium. At the last 

monthly meeting in October, it was decided to 
try and have a "Knotting Extravaganza" in 
nearby Long Beach, California. There is an 

open, grassy area that would be perfect for our 
use down in the Queen Mary and Aquarium 
area. One idea was to show "Knots From 

Around the World" (or the Pacific Rim) with 

members demonstrating their specialty or 
particular interest in knotting. This could 
include Traditional Nautical Rigging or Modern 
Y acht Rigging; Chinese Knotting, Macramé, 
Theater Rigging, Leather Braiding, Ornamental 

Knotting, Sailor F ancywork or any other kind of 
knotting anyone would care to contribute. 
To make this idea work, though, we will need 

to get as many people involved as we can. 
Other ideas for a location are welcome. There is 

a need to organize the pre-show publicity as well 
as how to organize the show itself. Any and all 

feedback is welcome about this project. It is not 

too early to send in your ideas and help to get 
the hall ( of string!) rolling. 

The time we are shooting for all this to come 
together would be rnid-summer in 2000. The 

time is still a bit vague because we need to get 

more of an idea about other members schedules 
to help pin point the best dates for everyone. So 
please fill let us know what you think about all 
this and join us in helping to make it a real kick 
off to the new century. 

Branch Library 
The library continues to grow with more very 
generous donations: 
DONATED BY TOM MORTELL 

String Figures and How to Make Them by 
Caroline Furness Jayne. 
DONATED BY MIKE BoWMAN 

Encyclopedia of Knots and Fancy Rope Work 
by Raoul Graumont and John Hensel. 
DONATED BY JOE SCHMIDBAUER 

Fisherman 's Knots and Nets by Raoul 
Graumont and Elmer Wenstrom. 

FLEMISH EYE TURK'S HEAO CARRICK BEND BOWLINE 
















