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'I said to myself, "this is the captain." And 
presently I decried bis luggage coming along-a 
real sailor's chest, carried by means of rope­
beckets between two men and a roll of charts 
sheeted in canvas piled upon the lid.' 

The Mirror of the Sea 

Joseph Conrad 

West Marine Catalog Cover 

J
oseph Lenchner of West Marine 

contacted the Branch in mid-1998 with a 

proposition. He had hand crafted a sea chest 
and was looking for someone who could 
make some fancy rope beckets for the 
handles. This was a bit out of my depth so I 
recommended our president, Darrell 
McNurlan. Darrell rose to the occasion 
without hesitation. After some initial 
negotiations, a price was reached along with 
a deal for an insert about the P AB in the 
West Marine holiday catalog. The chest was 
indeed pictured on the cover of the holiday 
gift guide but, unfortunately, the photo and 
the referral did not come out as we had 
hoped. The beckets are not very visible, and 
the referral did not include phone/e-mail 
information. 

Mr. Lenchner has promised to try and get 
this info and our logo inserted into the 
annual 'master' catalog. He will put it in 

the book section along with Des Pawson's A 

Handbooh of Knots. This catalog has an 
even greater distribution than the gift 
guide. 1 

Also, there may be an opportunity in next 
year's holiday season for West Marine to 
offer some products made by P AB members. 
They already offer a small knot board but 
they are looking for knotted tree ornaments, 
bell ropes, knife lanyards, etc ... , which they 
don't offer now. Something of a slightly 
higher end product than the typical third 
world made Monkey's Fist key chain item. 
They do product selection around July, and 
need deliveries by October. If any of this 
sounds interesting to any member, please 
contact Joe Lenchner at West Marine at 
(831) 761-4052, FAX (831) 763-4962 or
email him at joel@ west marine.com to work
out the details.



'When you 9et to the ená ef your roye, tie 
a knot aná han9 on.' 

Frank.fin D. Rooseveft 

From the Mail Box Mauricio 

Huechepan of Temuco, Chile sent this 
letter: 
Senores de la International Guild of Knot 
Tyers 
Presente 

Esperamos que al recibo de esta carta 
postal se encuentren muy bien con todos los 
integrantes de su gran organismo como es el 
Club de Anuadadores. 

Nostros pertenecemos a un Club de 
Conquistadores, en el cual aprendemos 
muchas cosas referente a la naturaleza y a 
como convivr en ella, y entre otras cosas nos 
gusta practicar mucho con los nudos, porque 
sabemos que estros nos proporcionan una 
seguridad al momento de hacer una 
construcción sin claros. Es nuestro hobby, 
por Zo cual siempre estmos buscando nuevas 
formas de hacer nudos y amarres. 

Nuestro club de Conquistadores cuentra 
con una membresia de 51 integrantes, de 6 a 
9 anos (Aventueros), de 10 a 15 anos 
(Conquistadores), y de 16 a 99 aflos (Guias 
Mayores). Y tiene por nombe WENU-LIWEN 
que significa sol de Zo manana. Nuestras 
reuniones son todos los Domingos de 10 AM 
a 12 PM, en la hermosa ciudad de Temuco, 
en la IX Region de la Araucania, Chile. Y 
hemos logrado los dos ultimos anos el 
coronarnos como los mejores entre todos los 
clubes del sur de Chile. 

Navegando por Internet, y buscando nuevos 
nudos para nuestro conocimiento, fue que 
encontramos la pagina Web de la 
''International Guild of Knot Tyers", y 
decidimos hacer contacto con ustedes para 
pedir ayuda en este tema de los nudos. 
Sabemos que la IGKT tiene mucha 
información, y humildemente que pedimos 
que la compartan con nestro grupo y asi 
poder ampliar nuestro conocimiento en el 
tema. 

Adjuntamos a esta carta una fotografia de 
las actividades que realizamos en nuestro 
Pais, ya que próximamente participaremos 
en un Camporee de Sur de Chile con mas de 
60 Clubes del cual queremos salir 
nuevamente victoriosos, del 10 al 15 de 
Enero de 1999, en Puerto Montt, a 400 Km 
de nuestra ciudad. Y estamos seguros que 
con su valiosa ayuda podremos salir de este 
desafio. 

Y a nos despedimos deseando una pronta 
respuestra y deseándoles Zo mejor del mundo 
cada dia. 
[Gentleman of the International guild of 
Knot Tyers. 

We hope that when you receive this letter, 
you and all the members of the IGKT are 
very well. 

We belong to a club called the 
Conquistadors Club (the Conquerors), in 
which we learn many things about nature, 
and living with it. We also like and practice 
rigging and knot tying. This gives us more 
security in our construction without nails. 
This is our hobby, and that is the reason we 
are always looking for new knots and 
tyings. 

Our Conquistadors Club has 51 members; 
from 6 to 9 years of age, we call them 
'Adventures', from 10 to 15, the 
'Conquerors', and from 16 to 99, the 'Elder 
Guicles'. We have the name WENU-LIWEN, 
which means "Morning Sun." Our meetings 
are every Sunclay in our beautiful city of 
Temuco, in the 9th Region of the Araucania, 
Chile. During the last two years, we were 
able to be the best of all the clubs of the 
South of Chile. 

N avigating the Internet, looking for new 
knots for our knowleclge, we found · the 
International Guilcl of Knot Tyers. So we 
decided to get in contact with you, and to 
ask for help about this subject of Knots. We 
unclerstancl that the IGKT has a great 
amount of information on this subject, and 
very humbly we ask if you can share with 
our group, so that we can expand our 
knowledge of Knot Tying. 

With this letter we are sending a picture of 
some of the activities that take place in our 







Branch Bits 

Tom Hall of Bastrop, Texas sent these 
comments: "In KN #14 Bryant Arrington 
verified the bight count on his Headhunter's 
ring. Lo and behold, the ring is a 10 part 22 
bight 3 pass Headhunter's Knot! This is 
very interesting. Why would someone tie a 
10 x 22 x 3 Headhunter's Knot that takes 
two strands to tie when they could of tied a 
10 part 21 bight 3 pass Headhunter's Knot 
that is tied with one strand? Also, the 10 x 
21 x 3 Headhunter's Knot is tied by building 
the pattern, so it is easy to tie. Each half­
cycle is layed down right in order. 

The 10 part 22 bight 3 pass Headhunter's 
Knot is tied by first tying a 5 part 11 bight 2 
pass Headhunter's Fan Knot that has an 
under-one, over-two, under-one pattern. 
This knot is also tied by building the 
pattern, so it is easy to tie. That would 
count this out as a reason for one knot being 
easier to tie than the other. 

Could the reason be the use of two colors in 
the two strand knot? Or, could it be they 
could not get orchid fiber long enough to tie 
the knot in one piece, so the two strand knot 
worked better with the material they where 
working with? 

The next question is do you think the 
people that are still tying these rings today 
could tel1 you why they tie a 10 part 22 
bight 3 pass Headhunter's Knot instead of a 
10 part 21 bight 3 pass Headhunter's Knot? 
Could it be that this is the way they were 
shown to do it and that is the way it was 
always done?'' 
Terry Ridings in Salt Spring Island, 
British Columbia sent this story: "I hope 
you had a good Holiday and Santa arrived 
with halls of string etc .... 

This reminds me of a trip I took to the UK 
once. I had the good fortune to find some 
really nice cotton cord and bought a whole 
bunch of it. I arrived back in Canada and 
the customs guy asked if I had anything to 
declare? ''Yes, I bought some string." It was 
late and we were so both tired. I could feel 
the tension beginning to rise. "A ball of 
string ... . ?'' The officer was somewhat taken 

aback when I opened the bag and showed 
him about 50 pounds of it!" 

Manila Mat by Marty Cotnbs 

Carlos Albesiano in Caracas, Venezuela 
had this to say: "Hoy recibl su carta y veo 
con agrado que mi historia de los nudos fué 
publicada, as[ como algunas de mis fotos de 
cuadros de nudos, agradezco mucho dicha 
publicación; cuando escribl esa historia no 
pensé que juera ha ser publicada, la escribl 
como una especie de carta presentación para 
ingresar a una asociación, aun cuando 
ustedes no Zo exigen como requisito de 
ingreso, quise de esta forma que me 
conocieran un poco mas y supieran del 
trabajo que hice, me alegro y gracias rnil, 
cuando supe que Zo publicarfon, crel que Zo 
harfon en espanol, pero ustedes jueron mas 
inteligentes y adoptaron una buena solución 
al hacerlo en Ingles y Espanol, mis palabras 
de aliento y agradecimiento a la persona que 
hizo dicha traducción, la cual me imagino 
jue su cunada Mary. 

Mi esposa es Profesora de Secundaria, de 
noche estuda Post-Grado y los Sábados 
estudia Computación, aprendió algunos 
nudos que Ze ensené tal como: Cabeza de 
Turco, Roseta, Jibilay, Estera de Cubierta, 
Nudo de Verdugo, As de Gufo, Balso por 
Seno; ûltimante de tanto oir hablar de los 
nudos y de la IGKT-PAB se está 
enthusiasmando y quire continuar con el 
estudio y la práctica de los nudos. Ella opina 
de su carta Zo siguiente: 'Nadie es profeta en 





Turk's-Head Knot Tips: A Knot Tier's Guide To 
The Turk's-Head Knot by Tom Hall. 
Notes on Knots by Pieter van de Griend. 
Knots and Rope Problems by Pieter van de 
Griend. 
The Hamlyn Book of Knots by Geoffrey 
Budworth. 
Knotlore by Geoffrey Budworth. 
Marline-Spike Seamanship by Leonard Popple. 
The Complete Rigger's Apprentice: Tools and 
Techniques for Modern and Traditional Rigging 
by Brion Toss. 
Tassels: The Fanciful Embellishment by Nancy 
Welch. 
Celtic Knotwork Designs by Sheila Sturrock. 
The New Encyclopedia of Knots by Derek 
Avery. 
Knots for Climbers by Craig Luebben. 
Practical Fishing Knots by Mark Sosin and 
Lefty Kreh. 
Knots for Hikers and Backpackers by Frank 
Logue with Victoria Logue. 
Making Discoveries in Knots by Ham Gerber. 

· Knots and Splices by Steve Judkins and Tim
Davison.
Macramé by Lynn Paulin.
Step by Step lvlacramé by Mary Walker
Phillips.
Macramé Creative Knot-Tying: Techniques and
Projects by Susan S. Lampton.

Turk's Head Bracelets by George Haycraft 
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Some Knots by Derek Chipperfield 

The Knot Heard Around the World 
Willy Willaert has gotten the green light to 
arrange a knotting exhibition in Belgium. 
The exhibit will be held at the local museum 
of Weert, De Zilverreiger, close to Antwerp. 
De Zilverreiger's theme is life and crafts 
around the old river Schelde. The expo 
starts at Easter 1999 and will run till 
October. The range of items already 
collected for display runs from cowboy 
braiding, sailor's decorative marlinespike 
seamanship, examples of practical sailor's 
marlinespike seamanship, ropemaking, 
braiding, fishing .... from all over the world. 
There are going to be a few meetings, but 
the exact dates and such are not yet known. 
To stay informed you can check out: 
www.euronet.nl/users/vdgriend/homepage. htm 

If you would like to exhibit any of your 
knotwork at the first ever international 
knotting expo in Belgium, you can send it 
to: 

Willy Willaert 
Dulftstraat 21 
B2880 
Bornem 
BELGIUM Y ou would have to do so before March 

1999. Please also indicate whether you'd 
like to have them returned, what value they 
should be insured for, or whether you would 
wish to donate them to this Museum at 
which the show is being arranged. 




